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           2 Corinthians 3:4-11
The Gospel is the Greatest!

1. It makes me confident

2. It makes me competent

Anybody remember the $25,000 pyramid?  In the final money round, one person would describe things in a certain category and the other person would have to guess them.  I think enough of you are familiar with the game that you’d catch on as I play a round with you right now.  Ready?
Lake Tahoe
Watching the sun set on a beach by the ocean

A brand new car

Your child’s smile

The last day of school

The first day of summer vacation

Being twitterpated

The ’85 Bears

Michael Jordan

Muhammed Ali

The gospel

Anyone get the category yet?  Maybe the last couple gave it away.  The category is: Things that are the greatest!  That category can be tricky.  I may think some things are the greatest and you may dispute my opinion.  So go ahead and make a list right now of the things that you think are the greatest.  
A funny thing happens when we think something is the greatest.  We talk about it and talk about it and talk about it ad nauseum.  We could go on for hours about how great something is.  So let me ask you a personal question: When was the last time you talked and talked and talked about how great the gospel is?  I mean really talked it up.  Hmmmm, you haven’t recently?  I have three possible answers as to why you haven’t:

1.  Is it because you’re not confident when it comes to sharing the gospel?  You’re not much of a talker.  Or maybe you’re afraid you might just give people the wrong impression, like you’re some kind of Jesus freak or something—some religious wacko.  

2.  Is it because you don’t think you’re competent to share that message?  You didn’t go to Lutheran schools, you’re not trained as a pastor or teacher or evangelist.  You’d get it all messed up and wouldn’t make any sense.

3.  Or is it because the gospel didn’t make your greatest hits list.  You’ve had it there your whole life.  It’s good to have.  It’s like the emergency kit in your car—always with you and good when you break down, but it’s not going to make the greatest list.  

And so you just don’t feel like talking about it.
If you fall into any of those three categories…or if you’re like me and you fall into all three, then please listen carefully to Paul’s words to you this morning.  As I read the text ask yourself three questions: Why is the gospel so great?  To help you answer this first one, remember that any time Paul mentions “the new covenant” or “the ministry of the spirit” he’s talking about the gospel.  OK?  Second question: How does the gospel make me confident?  And finally: How does the gospel make me competent?
4 Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before God. 5 Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from God. 6 He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant—
not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 7 Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory, fading though it was, 8 will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? 9 If the ministry that condemns men is glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness! 10 For what was glorious has no glory now in comparison with the surpassing glory. 11 And if what was fading away came with glory, how much greater is the glory of that which lasts! 

I’m sure Paul would be at the top of the list of greatest apostles—so bold, so confident.  His bold proclamation earned him beatings that left him on death’s door, shipwrecks, imprisonment and finally cost him his life.  But oh man, was that guy bold!  If only we were so confident as Paul, right? What made Paul such a confident guy?  Paul answers, Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before God. 
You know, confidence is an elusive quality.  Confidence directly correlates with what you think the outcome of a situation will be.  Was that too complicated for a Sunday morning?  Let me simplify a little bit and give you an example.  The more that you’re sure of how a situation will turn out, the more confident you are.  For example, if you have studied for hours for the test and you know what questions will be on the test, you can be very confident going into that test.  
How confident are you about standing face-to-face with an all-mighty, all-holy God?  Well, if this is a test and confidence comes from knowing the answers, then God has allowed us this morning to know the questions that will be on his test at the end of our lives.  There are two questions.  Question One from God:  “Have you always loved me more than anything else?”  Question Two: “Have you always perfectly loved the sea of human beings that surround you on a daily basis?”  
You need to answer both of those questions with a “yes” to pass this test.  Remember that the God who is examining you has seen every moment of every one of your days.  We tend to have selective memory when it comes to our own behavior.  Out of some sort of self-preservation, we focus on those things which make us look good—or at least better than worst.  
I don’t know about you, but after taking the pre-test, I am not confident.  I know that I have not come close to meeting God’s standards.  I have looked into the measuring stick of God’s law and I am only embarrassed and ashamed of what an absolute failure I am as a human being.  

Ah, but that’s why the gospel is the greatest!  Don’t miss those two little words that Paul put in verse four:  Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before God.

Before God, Paul could have no confidence in himself.  But Paul has confidence through Christ.  Jesus has given us the perfection that we needed.  It is ours.  We are perfect.  
Real true confidence only comes when you know for 100% certain what the outcome will be.  Think about that.  If you’re watching a movie that you’ve watched before with someone who hasn’t seen it, you could say with complete confidence, “This is what’s going to happen next.”   When we stand before our God, we have confidence.  We know for 100% certain what the outcome is going to be.  And we can only know that because of the gospel.  We are 100% certain that God will declare us perfect and holy heirs of eternal life through Christ.  Isn’t the gospel the greatest?
But this is only the tip of the gospel iceberg that floats gloriously through this section of Scripture.  Listen to how closely Paul links our confidence and our competence!

4 Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before God. 5 Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from God. 6 He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant—
not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

Competent really just means “able to do.”  Paul points out what we just saw—that we are not able to claim any sort of inherent ability for ourselves, but all of our abilities come from God.  We are not able to earn enough points for ourselves, so Christ earned them for us and gave us everything we needed.  He gave us the competence that we needed to be confident before him.
But notice that he hasn’t just made us competent to confidently stand before God, he has given us competence for another job—a job as ministers of a new covenant—the “spirit” covenant.  
The “covenant of the letter” is the law.  It was the stone tablets that God inscribed with his expectations of perfection—his commandments.  It mows down everyone who tries to cross the street of perfection.  It says, “the soul who sins is the soul who dies.”  All sinned.  All died. 

The “covenant of the sprit” is the gospel.  It is the formal legal document signed with Jesus’ blood that states that every imperfection of every human being has been removed from that person and placed upon his Son, Jesus.  It is the paperwork that declares you perfect through Jesus and an heir of eternal life.  Isn’t the gospel great?
Paul continues:

7 Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory, fading though it was, 8 will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? 9 If the ministry that condemns men is glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness! 10 For what was glorious has no glory now in comparison with the surpassing glory. 11 And if what was fading away came with glory, how much greater is the glory of that which lasts! 

Ah Moses…there’s another competent servant of God.  He spoke face to face with God.  The people he spoke to knew that Moses was God’s servant.  They saw the thunder and lightning and felt the earth tremble beneath their feet.  They saw brilliant light shining from his face when he came down from the mountain.  No wonder Moses could be confident and competent to tell God’s people God’s words.

Wouldn’t you feel more competent if your face glowed when you spoke God’s Word?  Do you wish the earth would tremble when you read God’s Word so that your kids and friends and neighbors knew that you were connected to something really truly powerful?  Then you could really strike the fear of God into them!  Then they would listen to you.  But that would only result in fear.  Fear is the only thing that can come from serving up the law.  
But you are not the bringer of fear.  You are the bringer of good news.  Yes, you will use the law to break down people’s confidence in themselves, but you have a more glorious message—the gospel.  The gospel is the greatest because it replaces fear with love.  It replaces heavy guilt with light-hearted joy.  It replaces death with life.
Are you not confident?  You can stand up without fear in front of the almighty Creator of the Universe.  No one and nothing can harm you on the face of the earth.  
Are you not competent?  God has made you competent.  You need no special training to share the gospel.  Just go back to the Word and let it tell you again how great the gospel is.  You need no training to talk about the things that are great to you.  In the same way you need no training to tell people the story of Jesus.  It is that story that has the power to change people from dead to alive, from hopeless to hopeful, from deaf to hearing and blind to seeing.

You are a sprinkler head.  On it’s own, a sprinkler head can do nothing.  Throw one out in your lawn and the lawn will just die.  But connect that sprinkler to a hose and the water keeps your lawn green even in the heat of summer.  You are a sprinkler head.  Let the gospel shower out of you this week.  The gospel makes you confident.  That gospel makes you competent.  Remember that.

AMEN.

